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1. European Electoral Law 
 

 

Europeanising the Elections of the European Parliament – Outlook on the 

implementation of Council Decision 2018/994 and harmonisation of national rules on 

European elections (June 2021) 

 

This study looks into the main obstacles to unifying and modernising European elections in 

different Member States. It gives an overview of the implementation of Council Decision 

2018/994 and highlights, in particular, the importance of the standardisation and harmonisation 

of electoral ballots as a means to properly inform voters and strengthen the European party 

system. As a more general remark, the study concludes that the European and national political 

parties should further strengthen their relationship, a vital element of the European political 

system that can increase the transnational nature of European elections. 

 

 

Europeanising European Public Spheres (June 2020) 

 

This study provides a brief overview of the academic debates on Europeanisation as well as 

contestation and politicisation of the EU and European integration. Against this background, it 

focuses on the European public sphere(s), in particular those based on the media and 

parliaments. The study further discusses current reform proposals aiming to Europeanise the 

European elections and concludes with recommendations on increasing the legitimacy of the 

European Union.  

 

 

Institutions and foreign interferences (June 2020) 

 

This study assesses the EU responses to counter foreign interferences. It examines in particular 

the effectiveness of the EU action against foreign interferences in the 2019 European 

Parliament elections, the COVID-19 crisis and the issue of foreign donations to European 

political parties. The study concludes with specific policy recommendations to enhance the 

EU’s responses. 

 

 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/694199/IPOL_STU(2021)694199_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/694199/IPOL_STU(2021)694199_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/694199/IPOL_STU(2021)694199_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/654628/IPOL_STU(2020)654628_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/655290/IPOL_STU(2020)655290_EN.pdf
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Composition of the European Parliament (February 2017) 

 

This paper is a compilation of three research papers commissioned for the AFCO Committee:   

 Linking the permanent system of the distribution of seats in the European Parliament 

with the double-majority voting in the Council of Ministers  

 The r-DP methods to allocate the EP seats to Member States 

 Degressive proportionality in the European Union  

 

 

Disinformation and propaganda - impact on the functioning of the rule of law in EU and 

its Member States (February 2019) 

 

This study assesses the impact of disinformation and strategic political propaganda 

disseminated through online social media sites. It examines effects on the functioning of the 

rule of law, democracy and fundamental rights in the EU and its Member States. The study 

formulates recommendations on how to tackle this threat to human rights, democracy and the 

rule of law. It specifically addresses the role of social media platform providers in this regard. 

 

 

Potential and challenges of e-voting in the European Union (May 2016) 

 

This study addresses the potentials and challenges of the implementation of Internet voting in 

European Parliament elections. It considers the social, political, legal, and technological 

implications of its introduction as an alternative to on-paper ballot and builds on the recent 

experience of previous trials and successful e-enabled elections to issue technical 

recommendations regarding Internet voting in the European Union. 

 

 
2. Parliament’s Right of Inquiry 

 

 

Inquiries by Parliaments – The political use of a democratic right (March 2020) 

 

Conducting in-depth investigations is an ancient and essential right of parliaments in Europe. 

Yet, despite a provision of the Lisbon treaty, the European Parliament still has a limited 

institutional capacity to conduct inquiries. This study discusses the theoretical basis of 

parliamentary investigation, compares recent committees of inquiries and develops 

recommendations for up-grading the European Parliament’s capacity. 

 

 

The European Parliament’s Right of Inquiry in context - A comparison of the national 

and European legal frameworks (March 2020) 

 

One of Parliament’s main tools of political control vis-à-vis the EU executive is its capacity to 

establish Committees of inquiry. This possibility, now formally recognised in Article 226 

TFEU, has existed since 1981 but it has been scarcely used by Parliament. This study provides 

an analysis of Parliament right of inquiry as it stands after the entry into force of the Lisbon 

Treaty, and examines how it has evolved since it was first introduced. It also compares 

Parliament’s right of inquiry with the investigatory powers of other European Union 

institutions and bodies, and with the rules governing the right of inquiry of Member State 

parliaments. The study concludes with some proposals for reform. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/583117/IPOL_IDA(2017)583117_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/608864/IPOL_STU(2019)608864_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/608864/IPOL_STU(2019)608864_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556948/IPOL_STU(2016)556948_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/648709/IPOL_STU(2020)648709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/648708/IPOL_STU(2020)648708_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/648708/IPOL_STU(2020)648708_EN.pdf
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Committees of Inquiry in National Parliaments - Comparative Survey (March 2020) 

 

This survey, provided by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs 

at the request of the AFCO Committee, looks into the legal and administrative framework in 

which parliamentary committees of inquiry operate in the EU Member States. It focuses, in 

particular, in the investigative powers these committees have at hand to assist national 

parliaments in exercising parliamentary control. It also examines the role of Member States’ 

parliamentary committees of inquiry in guiding the action of the government, enhancing 

transparency and eradicating contraventions and maladministration. 

 

 
 

The European Parliament’s right of initiative (July 2020) 
 

The European Parliament is the only democratically elected body in the EU. Yet, unlike most 

parliaments, it has no formal right of legislative initiative. Initiating legislation lies almost 

solely with the EU's executive bodies, the Commission, and – to a limited but increasing extend 

– the European Council and the Council. This study reveals that Parliament’s “own initiative 

reports” form a widely underestimated and unrecognized tool to informally shape the EU’s 

policy agenda. The study provides for a comprehensive analysis of non-legislative and 

legislative own initiative reports. We argue that Parliament is able to create a cooperative 

environment in order to bring the Commission in line with its own legislative priorities and 

sometimes very specific legislative requests. Building on the empirical evidence of 

Parliament’s practice since 1993, we finally discuss means and ways for pragmatic reform and 

Treaty revision. 

 
 

The role of national parliaments in the EU after Lisbon: potentialities and challenges 

(March 2017) 
 

This study assesses the implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon provisions on national 

parliaments as well as other related developments since 2009. The issues that are specifically 

investigated include the treaty provisions regarding national parliaments, Early Warning 

Mechanism, dialogue between national parliaments and the European Commission, the 

extending networks of inter-parliamentary cooperation, the parliamentary dimension of the 

budgetary and economic coordination and finally, the challenges raised by the on-going 

developments of the European legislative procedure. 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/649524/IPOL_STU(2020)649524_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/655134/IPOL_STU(2020)655134_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/583126/IPOL_STU(2017)583126_EN.pdf

